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For 50 years, Powerbond’s been  
an icon of design and performance  
as the foundation of schools and 
healthcare environments—the places 
that connect us. Now, with fresh  
designs, expansive colors and new  
ways to install, the legendary product 
is headed on a bold new path. Retail.  
Hospitality. Corporate. Places where 
design helps the world connect.
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Above and Beyond
C H A T T A N O O G A  

M E T R O P O L I T A N  

A I R P O R T
Twenty-five years ago, the 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
airport was a somewhat sleepier 
version of its modern, bustling 
self. Back then, the airport 
selected Powerbond to provide 
a soft-surface floor covering 
that could stand up to the wear 
of daily travelers, providing a 
comfortable, quiet, easy-to-
maintain environment—an 
investment that paid off 
beautifully for decades.

When it was time to re-
consider flooring  (not for any 
performance reasons, mind 
you, but because the airport was 
undergoing a floor-to-ceiling 
renovation and expansion), 
the choice was totally clear 
and totally unanimous, from 
designer to facility manager  
to airport brass: Powerbond. 
With over 640,000 people 
traveling through the airport 
every year ‘a number that’s still 
growing’ the facility required a 
flooring with not only endless 
design capabilities, but one that 
was also durable, long-lasting 
and sustainable. 



In fact, the product’s 
extraordinary sustainability 
was a big part of the re-
selection story. Every 
square yard of the 23-year-
old Powerbond removed 
from the airport terminal 
was brought back to              
Tandus Centiva’s third-
party certified reclamation 
facility, just 21 miles away. 
It was then closed-loop 
recycled into—what else?!—
new Powerbond, which was 
placed back in the airport’s 
terminal. It also became ER3 
Modular tile that now graces 
the airport’s LEED-certified 
Wilson Air Center.

“The Chattanooga 
Metropolitan Airport 
is trying to become the 

greenest airport in 
the world,” says John 
Naylor, vice president of 
planning & development 
at Chattanooga Airport. 
“And, in doing so, we want 
a product that can stay on 
the floor for decades. And, 
when it comes up, it can be 
recycled into new flooring.”

Terry Hart, president  
and CEO of the airport, 
echoes the sentiment: 
“When we got together to 
discuss what we wanted  
on the floors, it was a very 
easy decision. We wanted  
to go back to Powerbond,  
again and again.”

That’s the beauty  
of the bond.
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Water. Wedding. Wow.

It’s said that rain at a 
wedding brings good luck. 
But gushing water and 
flooded floors? Not so much.

That was almost the case 
when, at New York’s 
Conference and Event 
Center Niagara Falls, a main 
water line broke two days 
before a scheduled wedding, 
causing a massive leak—right 
after 26,000 square feet of 
brand-new Powerbond had  
been installed. 

“When I got there I 
absolutely could not 
believe what I was seeing,” 
says Jason Murgia, the 
Conference Center’s general 
manager. “All I could think 
was, ‘How are we going to  
get out of this?’”

Fortunately, the answer was 
pretty simple: A team was 
quickly deployed with Wet-
Vacs and floor-scrubbers. 
And, after the local 

SERVPRO did some drying 
and testing for damage, 
the Powerbond remained 
looking once again brand 
new. No discoloration, no 
smell, no rippling, buckling 
or pulling up at the seams.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The wedding went off 
beautifully, where just days 
before water had stood 
inches deep. Which made for 
a very happy couple. And an 
even more ecstatic Murgia. 
“Powerbond is a product that 
actually does what it says it 
will. We couldn’t be happier 
with its quality, its look and 
the purpose it serves.”

That’s the beauty  
of the bond.

A MAIN WATER LINE  
BROKE TWO DAYS BEFORE 
A SCHEDULED WEDDING
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Strong is Beautiful

In downtown Toronto, hard 
bodies (and those working to 
become them) flock to Junction 
Fitness Hub for a specialized gym 
experience—small classes and 
customized personal training in  
a highly supportive environment. 

J U N C T I O N 

F I T N E S S  H U B 

T O R O N T O
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RK
WO

T H E  D E S I G N  

B E A U T I F U L L Y  

G R O U N D S  T H E  G Y M

The studio’s physical 
environment is highly 
supportive, too, by the 
Powerbond installed 
throughout. The design 
beautifully grounds the  
gym’s modern, urban feel, 
while the soft surface helps 
turn even the floor into an 
active area for stretching  
and resistance training.  
Its moisture impermeability 
helps solve a big issue facing 
gyms, and it offers excellent 
acoustic benefits, reducing 
the noise of clanging weights 
(or pleas for mercy!). And 
the closed-cell cushion back 
absorbs the impact of a  
high-intensity workout, 
making everything just a 
little less intense. 

Work!
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Life Changing

Some stories are about 
Powerbond, front and 
center, and all the reasons 
it’s a legendary product. 
And some are about the 
connections that happen 
where Powerbond is on the 
floor, quietly and beautifully 
supporting the moments  
that really matter in life. 
This is that kind of story. 

As a young student at 
Faubion Middle School in 
McKinney, Texas, Brian Beck 
struggled in school. He was 
smart; he wasn’t a “bad” kid, 
but he had trouble focusing 
on classwork and often was 
distracted. His teachers were 
concerned, and his parents 
were distraught. They 
worried whether he’d make  
it from grade to grade.

Then, one day, as he was  
yet again exiled to the 
hallway to sit out class,  
he saw some kids walking  
by, headed off for band 
tryouts. Brian joined 
them; he picked up a wind 
instrument, and the path of 
his life changed forever.  

For Brian, music just made 
sense. He quickly became 
one of the best players in 
the band. And that success 
with music spilled out into 
other areas. He started 
achieving more and getting 
good grades, turning from 
a student in trouble to a 
student on the rise. “I had 
found my focus,” he says. 
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IMAGINE IT.
DESIGN IT. 
AND POWERBOND  
CAN MAKE  
IT HAPPEN.

Brian did well in high 
school, then went to college 
and grad school. He became 
not just proficient but 
great at all instruments. 
With such talent, he could 
have gone anywhere, done 
anything. But his path led 
him back to where it all 
began. Brian Beck is now 
band director at Faubion 
Middle School, where he 
seeks to inspire students 
who were once like himself.

“Kids, gather ’round,” he 
says. “I’m going to show  
you what changed my life.”

(And when Brian enters 
the band room today, guess 
what’s on the floor? Just 
like it is throughout the rest 
of McKinney Independent 
School District?)

That’s the beauty  
of the bond.

Powerbond’s unique 
construction makes it perfect 
for cutouts and inlays. 
Through the Imaginations 
program, almost anything 
that can be dreamed up can 
be created, offering floors 
that tell a custom story. Team 
mascots, corporate logos, 
highly graphic inserts—just 
imagine the possibilities…
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Just Fabulous 

It makes sense that you’ll 
find Powerbond used in 
fresh, new ways throughout 
online fashion retailer 
JustFab’s fab new El Segundo, 
California, headquarters. 
Rather than wall-to-wall 
carpeting, design firm 
Moshiri Associates installed 
Powerbond Flex-Aire “off 
the wall” along the polished 
concrete flooring to define 
workspaces and to create 

quieter, cozier chill spaces. 
In fact, Powerbond became 
an integral part of achieving 
JustFab’s overall design 
objectives: “An inspiring 
space that creates a high-
energy, activity-based work 
environment reflecting the 
company’s brand through 
every corner.” 

Trés Chic!
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What inspires you about 
designing for Powerbond? 

Since we’re working with 
a 6-foot canvas, we can 
design pretty exciting 
stuff for a large scale. For 
example, repeats within 
repeats within repeats that 
are flipped and rotated. To 
install it, you can shift the 
edges of the rolls lining up 
to any of the many sections 
and it all looks great. This 
creates a large overall 
repeat and reduces waste. 

I call it the Escher 
technique. We actually  
have a patent on this type  
of design for Powerbond. 

Jhane Barnes
Acclaimed fashion designer and textile design 
rock star Jhane Barnes talks math, menswear 
and the fun of designing for Powerbond.

Why has Powerbond been 
gaining traction in corporate 
and retail environments? 

There’s such a trend toward 
openness. Open offices, 
open gathering spaces. And, 
when that’s the case, the 
flooring becomes a much 
bigger part of the design 
story—it’s a primary focus.

And we’re seeing places put 
down Powerbond Flex-
Aire without adhesive—just 
laying it down. Design and 
workplace flow shifts around 
so often these days that 
when it changes, you can 
just roll up your Powerbond 
and take it with you.

Plus, corporate and retail 
environments must be 
easy to maintain and look 
great long-term—just like 
anywhere that gets heavy 
traffic. I actually have 
Powerbond installed  
in my home.

How has fashion influenced 
your design for other 
textiles like Powerbond? 

A lot has to do with color. 
In menswear, I often 
designed with 14 different 
color positions, but I never 
thought I could do it for 
flooring. But Tandus Centiva 
invented a clever warping 
system that now makes it 
manageable, so we see it 
in Powerbond designs like 
Maelstrom, Second Power 
and Square Up. It looks 
really fresh.

Where is Powerbond  
going next?
 
Quite literally, it’s going 
on floors of LaGuardia and 
Atlanta airports, which 
are undergoing massive 
renovations. Those 
installations will highlight 
that patented design 
technique I mentioned. 
Very, very large-scale 
designs with repeats within 
repeats. Watch for them  
in the next couple years. 
It’s exciting!Q+A
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DID YOU K NOW? 
CLE A NER FLOORS 
ME A N A CLE A NER 
EN VIRONMENT.

Which is why Powerbond 
makes such a great walk- 
off mat. The Powerbond 
styles, Abrasive Action 
and Assertive Action, are 
particularly well-suited 
as walk-off mats because 
they contain a filament 
“scraper” fiber built into 
the yarn bundle, creating 
an effective trap for soil 
and particulates—and it 
holds them there until 
they’re vacuumed. In 

general, Powerbond traps 
2 to 5 times better than 
traditional “flow-through” 
carpet, which just allows the 
dirt, dust and debris to roll 
around and get tracked all 
over. Not to mention the tiny 
airborne particulates that 
can float around, settling on 
every surface. Powerbond: 
Improves indoor air quality 
AND improves dusty surfaces.
 
Amazing.

Good Taste

Brazilian steakhouse 
Fogo de Chão quickly 
rose to become one of 
America’s most successful 
upscale restaurant chains 
by introducing Brazil’s 
amazingly delicious, grilled 
meat-based cuisine in a 
dining experience that 
feels at once familiar and 
exotic. Fogo’s interiors are 
part of its magic, but, like 
all restaurants, the flooring 
faces intense demands: 
Spills. Grease. Constant 
foot traffic. 

Powerbond was selected 
to deliver the design 
and the performance for 

Fogo’s Chicago location. 
Gorgeous colors and design 
capabilities offer aesthetics, 
while the solution-dyed 
fiber resists staining, and 
moisture issues are, well,  
a nonissue. 

The product has performed 
so well in Chicago that it’s 
headed onto the floors of six 
more US locations—Denver, 
Minneapolis, Las Vegas, San 
Diego, Orlando and Boston.  

Que bonito!
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Powerbond for Life

Dennis Turnbull has been 
representing Powerbond to 
customers all over the Pacific 
Northwest (and sometimes 
Hawaii) for 45 years. 
 
Let’s repeat that: 45 years! 
Which makes him something 
of a legend, both within 
Tandus Centiva and beyond.

The secret to his success? 
First, a knack for sales he 
learned growing up working 
in his dad’s retail vacuum 
store. “I used to watch 
my dad ‘selling’ features 
and benefits to potential 

customers,” Dennis says.  
“He was amazing! I didn’t 
realize it at the time how 
big a role he would play in 
my success.”

Dennis’s  philosophy of 
customer service elevates 
every interaction: He treats 
every customer as if they’re 
a friend for whom he’ll do 
anything in his power to 
serve well. “My customers 
and I have a genuine 
admiration for each other 
that values honesty, loyalty 
and trust.”

saw the potential of where 
Powerbond could go.”

And, after 45 years,  
Dennis is still going strong, 
still having fun selling 
the product that he’s 
deeply passionate about. 
“Powerbond is a way of life!” 
he says. “How can  
you not love to work  
with something that is  
the very best?” 
 
Rock on, Dennis!

Along the way, his customers 
have become real friends—
relationships as enduring 
as the product itself. Merle 
Kirkley, sales manager at 
Powerbond distributor 
Beresford Company in 
Seattle, met Dennis through 
Powerbond—and now, 30 
years later, counts him as 
one of his closest friends. 
“Dennis is one of the 
most extraordinary people 
I’ve ever known,” Merle 
says. “Total integrity. So 
knowledgeable, a true expert 
in his field. He helped 
change the way many people 

DENNIS  N E V E R  LEAVES HOME WITHOUT HIS POWERBOND.
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DID YOU  
K NOW? 
POWERBOND  
LETS MOISTURE 
OUT BUT  
DOESN’T  
LET IT IN. Powerbond’s moisture 

impermeability is well 
known—liquid spilled on 
top just doesn’t get through. 
But it can also let moisture 
out—just as important! 
Moisture vapor emissions 
from concrete substrates 
naturally migrate toward 
the drier air above it in an 
effort to reach equilibrium. 

Powerbond insulates the 
slab’s moisture, interrupting 
this process, allowing just 
a very low level of moisture 
vapor to dissipate harmlessly 
into the drier air above. 
Which means it eliminates 
conditions that can lead to 
microbial growth.  
 
Presto!

T H E  M A G I C  

O F  G R E A T  

S C I E N C E



Powerbond Ahead
Suzanne Tick is one of the world’s most accomplished 
textile designers, and she’s deeply involved in directing 
where Powerbond goes next. Here, she drops some 
science and (some of) her crystal ball insights. 

You have these big, open collaborative spaces. It’s 
the way people want to work. But the acoustics are 
horrible! Powerbond is better, even than carpet at 
absorbing sound, making these places quieter and 
happier overall to work in.

The scale experience with 
Powerbond is a real liberation.
You can have these 6-foot by You 

And now, the color can shift: 3 feet into a 
design, you can get a beautiful gradation, 
a transition into another color. 

Color can really change people’s 
emotional reaction to a space.  
It’s also great for wayfinding: 
 
“Meet me where gray  
turns into yellow!”  

Powerbond is such a fun design 
medium to play with.  And, when 
people realize they can play with a 
6-foot pattern without repeats, that’s 
when the light bulb really goes off.

I think of Powerbond as an artistic 
canvas. So big and beautiful, so 
many possibilities.

The future of carpet is not installed. (Gasp!) 
It’s going back to our earliest human roots—
it’s nomadic carpet. Perfect for start-ups. 
Perfect for changing workplaces. You just  
roll up your Powerbond and go.

S U Z A N N E  T I C K

You can have 6-by-9-foot repeats 
that can be chemically welded 
together for 18-by-18-foot repeats. 



Once an icon,  
always an icon.



TA N D U S - C E N T I VA . C O M  8 0 0 . 2 4 8 . 2 8 7 8
Powerbond® Modular Broadloom Woven LVT
 
08422


