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Tandus Flooring Introduces Genesis, First Sheath-Core Flooring Fiber 
 
(Chicago, IL—June 15, 2010) Tandus Flooring® unveils Genesis, the first flooring fiber to 
encapsulate a biopolymer in a durable nylon outer layer.  Tandus Flooring invented the sheath-
core technology that wraps a nylon sheath around a biopolymer core to produce a bio-based 
yarn with the commercial performance and aesthetic attributes of nylon. 
   
Tandus Flooring Technologies, the company’s research and development center, collaborated 
with NatureWorks LLC, a division of Cargill®, to create the fiber. Genesis was previewed at the 
United Nations Conference on Climate Change in Copenhagen in December 2009, where it 
received global interest.  The biopolymer is derived 100% from annually renewable plant sugars 
from non-food stock.  It emits 86% fewer greenhouse gas emission and uses 65% less 
nonrenewable (petroleum-based) energy than nylon.   
 
The first Genesis products were installed at the Cargill campus and consists of 10,000 yards of 
a custom Pietra style with ER3® modular carpet. Biopolymers have been used successfully in 
applications such as packaging and consumer goods by Frito-Lay®, International Paper, 
Target®, Coca-Cola®, Cannon and Toyota.  
 
Genesis is made of 15% biopolymer and 85% nylon in either yarn dyed or solution-dyed. It is 
currently only available as a custom on significant orders of Powerbond®, modular tile, 
broadloom or woven products.   
 
About Tandus Flooring 
Tandus Flooring (www.tandus.com) creates innovative floorcovering solutions through our 
unique product line of Powerbond®, modular tile, broadloom and woven products that work in 
tandem to enhance spaces for learning, working, healing and living. Through inspired design 
and leading-edge technology, Tandus Flooring offers its customers a single-source for 
innovative product design and technology, comprehensive services, and environmental 
leadership. For more than 40 years, Tandus Flooring has been examining all the ways to be a 
better corporate citizen and environmental steward — and then taking actions that lead to 
demonstrable, meaningful, quantifiable results.  
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