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Tandus Flooring and Contract Magazine Partner  
For Second Annual Inspirations Program 

 
Design firms from around the nation recognized for making a difference 

 
(Dalton, GA – April 22, 2010)  Tandus Flooring and Contract magazine announced the 
winners of the second annual Inspirations Awards competition last week. The 
Inspirations program is collaborative effort between Tandus Flooring and Contract 
magazine that recognizes leadership in socially responsible design among commercial 
interior designers and architects. 
 
The awards ceremony, hosted in San Francisco at SPUR Urban Center (San Francisco 
Planning and Urban Research), was attended by nearly 200 of the design industry's top 
professionals and city officials. Among the many distinguished guests were Bill 
Valentine, Chairman HOK; Collin Burry, vice president, Gensler; Tamara Dinsmore, 
associate partner SOM; Peter Pfau of Pfau Long Architecture, designer of the SPUR 
Center and Diane Filippi, director of the SPUR urban center. 
 
The projects that were nominated for the 2010 Inspirations Awards spanned the nation 
and spurred accolades from state officials. A Certificate of Honor initiated by Supervisor 
Bevan Dufty from the City and County of San Francisco and a Proclamation initiated by 
State Senator Mark Leno from the California State Senate honored Tandus Flooring 
and Contract in their commitment to further socially responsible efforts through 
commercial design. 
 
Inspirations’ top honors went to Big Brothers Big Sisters of Eastern Missouri project 
designed by Trivers Associates of St. Louis, MI and to Putnam Place designed by 
Boston-based Tsoi/ Kobus. Both firms will receive a $5,000 cash award from Tandus 
Flooring as a donation for their respective projects.  

Big Brothers Big Sisters, designed by Trivers Associates. The Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Eastern Missouri is the largest tenant in the adaptive reuse of a 1932 
structure, in the nationally-registered Midtown Historic District of St. Louis. Once a 
Woolworth store, this building sat vacant for years, and it’s now a bright landmark for 
the Grand Center area, just a block from the St. Louis Fox Theater and St. Louis 
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Symphony, revitalizing a very important historic district. The goal of the client was to 
design a space which encourages creativity, energy and spirit. Through the use of 
vibrant colors, different textures, and playful furniture the space not only attracts, 
inspires and retains the non-for-profit employees but also gives the Little Brothers and 
Sisters a place to feel comfortable and safe outside of their homes. The location and 
space has given BBBS a lot of attention, hoping to grow their organization in turn 
helping the youth of the city.  
 
Putnam Place, designed by Tsoi/Kobus & Associates. In celebration of its 25th 
anniversary, Tsoi/Kobus & Associates teamed with Commodore Builders on a 
Community Build project at Putnam Place, a group home in Boston’s Dorchester 
neighborhood for boys transitioning from foster care to independent living. The 
renovation includes a lounge, music studio, wood shop, study space and laundry room. 
To give residents exposure to the design profession and ensure that the renovation 
appealed to their practical and aesthetic needs, the team engaged the young men in the 
design. The boys chose Boston’s MBTA transit system as their theme, citing its 
references to connectivity and community. Putnam Place offers a safe, supervised 
environment where these at-risk teens can learn life skills, continue their education or 
get job training.  
 
There were also four honorable mentions recognized:  Cooper Cary, Inc. of Atlanta, GA 
for the design of Building Hope and MCN Build in Washington, D.C.; SERA Architects of 
Portland, OR for the p:ear project in Portland; The Bommarito Group in Austin in 
collaboration with Lake|Flato for the design of the Lance Armstrong Foundation in 
Austin; and BeeDance for Zero Landfill initiative.  

Click here for full profiles 
 
 “The Inspirations program is important because it raises awareness about the 
difference good design can make in under-served communities," said Ross Leonard, 
Director of Marketing, Tandus Flooring.  "We know there are many design professionals 
that are contributing their unique talents and skills to improve the quality of life for 
people in need and we believe it's important to recognize and celebrate their efforts and 
hopefully inspire others to get involved." 
 
About Tandus Flooring 
Dalton, Ga.-based Tandus Flooring (www.tandus.com) creates innovative floorcovering 
solutions through our unique product line of Powerbond®, modular tile, broadloom and 
woven products that work in tandem to enhance spaces for learning, working, healing 
and living. Through inspired design and leading-edge technology, Tandus Flooring 
offers its customers a single-source for innovative product design and technology, 
comprehensive services, and environmental leadership. For more than 40 years, 
Tandus Flooring has been examining all the ways to be a better corporate citizen and 
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environmental steward — and then taking actions that lead to demonstrable, 
meaningful, quantifiable results.  
 
About Contract Magazine 
Contract Magazine is a division of Nielsen Business Media, a subsidiary of the Nielsen 
Company. Celebrating its 50th Anniversary in 2010, Contract has been the hub of 
commercial design knowledge, connecting professionals, processes, products and 
projects. Contract elevates the relevance and value of commercial design by focusing 
on its power to transform business environments. Contract also produces the Interiors 
Awards, the nation’s oldest and most prestigious awards for design leadership. 
www.contractdesign.com 
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